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CONFIDENTIAL BEIRUT 10057 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, IS, LE 

SUBJECT: ASSESSMENT OF SITUATION IN LEBANON 

REF: STATE 185300 

WE AGREE THAT AN EXCHANGE OF VIEWS WITH THE GOI ON THE 
INTERNAL LEBANESE SITUATION WOULD BE MOST HELPFUL. BEIRUT 
CABLES MENTIONED REFTEL ARE USEFUL BACKGROUND. WE SUGGEST 
ALSO BEIRUT 9973, IF DEPT CONCURS. WE BELIEVE THAT THE QUESTION 
RAISED IN THAT CABLE ABOUT THE ISRAELI POLICY OF "SURGICAL 
OPERATIONS" IS OF PARTICULAR SIGNIFICANCE AT THE PRESENT 
JUNCTURE, AND WE HOPE THAT THIS QUESTION WOULD FIGURE IN THE 
EXCHANGE. 

GODLEY 
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